
Rothgeb Benefit Ready to Present Scholarship! By: Donna Rothgeb  

The Rothgeb Independ-
ence Community College Fine 
Arts Scholarship Benefit began 
in the fall of 2004 after Ray 
Rothgeb retired.  The event 
was inspired by a former mem-
ber of one of Rayôs church 
choirs, Billie Bell Fredholm, 
when she called to tell Ray that 
her website honored him as her 
inspiration for loving music.  
After that call, Rayôs wife, for-
mer alumni Donna Taylor, con-
tacted many of Rayôs former 
students from Wichita, Belle 
Plaine, and Independence, as 
well as Neewollah performers 
and those associated with ICC 
productions, to begin a benefit 
to endow scholarships for the 
ICC Fine Arts Department.   

The first benefit was an 

hour and fifteen minutes of 
music and theatre with a choir 
of approximately 70 vocalists.  
An alumni art display ran con-
jointly with the event much as 
it does today, although this 
portion of the celebration has 
evolved into a featured artistôs 
exhibit.  Each year alumni are 
invited to sell their CDôs or art 
during the intermission while 
John Hamlin with his acoustical 
guitar serenades those attend-
ing.                                            
 This year the first of 
these scholarships will be 
awarded to a vocal music stu-
dent who will be announced 
soon and who will receive the 
first semester scholarship at 
the Rothgeb ICC Fine Arts 
Scholarship Benefit, September 
14.  The goal is to award a sec-
ond endowed scholarship as 
soon as funds are raised.  Fi-
nally, when enough is raised 
for a third scholarship, another 
fine arts student will receive an 
endowed scholarship.  Each se-
mester the student will receive 
$250 to be used as needed in 
return for fulfilling the criteria 
required by the scholarship.  

The scholarship asks 
each recipient to give sixteen 
hours a semester of his or her 
fine arts talent to the commu-

nity.  The gift of talent may be 
to sing in a church choir, per-
form in a Neewollah produc-
tion, initiate a fine arts pro-
gram in music, art, or theatre 
for students in the kindergarten 
through twelfth grade pro-
gram ðor in some other way to 
enrich the community in the 
area of fine arts. The donation 
of talent is required to be out-
side of the studentôs college 
experience ði.e. in the commu-
nity. The student must com-
plete a written report on this 
experience for the professor 
who provided the name of the 
recipient to be awarded.  

The Rothgebôs goal with 
the endowed scholarship fund 
is to have a student in music, 
art, and theatre receiving a 
scholarship each semester ð
once enough funds have been 
raised to endow the three or 
four scholarships. (At present, 
the college has no instrumental 
program, but the Rothgebôs 
would like to include this fourth 
area once the department has 
an instrumental teacher again.) 
Approximately, $12,000 is 
needed to support each schol-
arship endowment.  Last yearôs 
benefit donations reached the 
required amount for the first 
endowment to be awarded.  
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The Rothgeb ICC Fine 
Arts Scholarship Benefit is 
slated for September 14, at 
3:30 p.m. in the Inge Theatre.  
Janelle Null is coordinating the 
featured artist exhibit that is 
considered an important part of 
the event.  Special article will 
appear in area media soon re-
garding this aspect of the 
weekend.   

Participants for this 
yearôs production are al-
ready contacting us with 
specific numbers,ò Rothgeb 
said. ñMany are familiar 
alumni who the community 
knows and loves to see per-
form. Kathy Smith Cook, 
Kelli Henton -Bernd, Holly 
Strictland -Hammer, and 
Rene Hines are just a few 
alumni or ICC associates 
who responded early.   

Also Ed Goode who 
has performed on stage at ICC 
a number of times promises to 
add a little frivolity and Kelly 
Webber, Director of Vocal Mu-
sic at ICC, has selected a more 
serious piece.  Another person, 
not new to the ICC stage, but 
new to this event is Hannah -
Joyce Hoven, who is a major 
factor in making the Inge Festi-
val happen every year.  

We are also pleased that 
Lisa Mitchell and Ronda Siebels 
are interested in using scenes 

from their Childrenôs Theatre 
musicals this summer ðPirates 
of Penzance and AristoCats! 
ñThe element of the future gen-
eration is actually the idea of 
Jon Sidoli, Theatre professor at 
ICC, who suggested that the 
event should include the 
alumni, the present students, 
and the future generation,ò 
Donna Rothgeb added.  

A special part of the 
event is the combo that accom-
panies the musicians.  Two 
have already said that they will 
be returning ðChuck Goad and 
Tom McPheeters.  John Hamlin 
will also perform on stage as 
well as provide the Intermis-
sion music.  

ñIt amazes me that we 
really donôt have to work at 
getting performers,ò Ray Roth-
geb said.  ñEach year those 
participating talk to other 

alumni and ICC associates who 
eagerly join the show.ò  The 
theme for this yearôs show is 
ñArte InternazionaleðArt from 
Around the World.ò 

If former ICC students or 
other persons associated with 
the college or Neewollah would 
like to be included in this yearôs 
performance, they should con-
tact Ray and Donna Rothgeb at 

rdrothgeb@cableone.net  or 
call 620 -331 -0108 right 
away.  Performers rehearse 
on Saturday, September 13 
and perform on Sunday, 
September 14.   

Vocalists are needed for 
the choir as well as for indi-
vidual performances.  
Church choir members are 
welcomed to sing with the 
choir as before.  In the past 
30 to 75 members have 
formed the choir, singing a 

song chosen to fit the theme 
and ending with Handelôs 
ñHallelujah Chorusò from the 
Messiah .   

If you are thinking about 
it, but havenôt performed in 
this event in the past, please at 
least consider joining the choir.  
Theatrical scenes that fit the 
theme are needed, too.  Con-
tact the Rothgebôs if you arenôt 
sure if your choice is appropri-
ate.  One of our goals is to EN-
JOY the arts together!   
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Top Row Left to Right:  Kelli Henton-Bernd, 

Hoite Caston, Kathy Smith-Cook,                  

Chuck Goad, Ed Goode, John Hamlin,                       

Holly Strictland-Hammer. 

Bottom Row Left to Right:  Reneõ Hines,  

Hannah Joyce-Hoven, Lois Lessman,             

Tom McPheeters, Kelly Webber. 
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By:  Marsha Hayes, ICC English/Communications Instructor  

 During the Spring 2008 
semester, ICC offered a         
Regional Literature Class, 
Osages and Oilmen.  Taught 
by Marsha Hayes, the class  
explored the premise that           
Independence and the little 
corner of Southeast Kansas 
where we are located has been 
influenced by two groups:  The 
Osages and the Oilmen.  

 The literature studied in 
the course cannot be sepa-
rated from the history of the 
area.  The first book 
studied, Wah -Kon -Tah 
by John Joseph 
Mathews, tells the 
story of the Osagesô 
removal from Mont-
gomery County to the 
land surrounding  
Pawhuska, Oklahoma.  
Based on the diaries 
of Laban J. Miles, the 
Quaker agent who 
helped the Osages 
make the enormous 
transition from an old 
way of life to a 
ñmodernò one was published in 
1932.  It stands the test of 
time quite well.  

 Wah -Kon -Tah frequently 
mentions Independence and 
the area we call home.  Stu-
dents enrolled, notably              
Barbara Hinthorn added mate-
rials to the research pertaining 

to actually pinpointing the lo-
cation where a pivotal treaty 
was signed.  The location is 
currently ñlostò and unmarked 
but is truly significant to          
Independence and Osage           
history.  This treaty was 
signed about 5 miles East of 
Independence.  

 After completing the 
reading material on the Osage 
segment, students experienced 
a field trip via back roads to 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma where 

the museum hosted a special 
session for them with tribal 
historians. No one left Bad 
Bradôs Barbeque hungry and 
the afternoon tour of the fa-
mous Osage stained glass win-
dows in the Pawhuska Catholic 
church completed the trip.  

 The second segment of 
the class found students read-
ing Michael Wallisô Oilman, a 
biography of Frank Phillips.  
Although Phillips was based in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the 
story of Frank is the story of 
the discovery of oil and the 
changes that were made to all 
of this area.  Wallis is based in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and has been 

nominated for a Pulitzer Prize 
on three occasions.  He has 
expressed support and pleas-
ure that ICC is using his biog-
raphy in a classroom setting.  

 The final class field trip 
found the group at the Phillips 
Home in Bartlesville, followed 
by lunch at Hotel Phillips, and 
ended with a tour of Woolaroc, 
the Phillips showcase for his 
entertaining.  The Price Tower 
was also toured as a Midwest 
example of Frank Lloyd Wright 

architecture in Okla-
homa.   

 ICC plans to  
offer the course again 
in the spring of 2009, 
meeting one afternoon 
per week.  Anyone      
interested in attending 
the class has two         
options.  The class can 
be for three hours of 
college elective credit 
or be taken ñpass/failò.   

 

Anyone desiring more         
information can contact               

Marsha Hayes:  

mhayes@indycc.edu   

or by phone at 620 -331 -3541.     
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