
Endowed Rothgeb Fine Arts Fund Offers First ICC Scholarship in 2008! 

The 5th Annual Rothgeb Fine Arts 

Scholarship Benefit is scheduled 

for Sunday, September 5, 2008.   

This year the Rothgeb Fine Arts 

Scholarship endowed fund will 

provide a fine arts student its first 

service learning scholarship to 

attend ICC.  The goal of the en-

dowed fund is to offer scholar-

ships in all four areas of fine arts:  

choral, art, theatre, and instru-

mental. 

To receive the scholarship, a 

student must be engaged in 

community-based fine arts ac-

tivities as well as enrolled in fine 

arts classes at ICC.  These crite-

ria are designed to encourage 

the students to give back to the 

community some of their talents 

developed through their educa-

tional experiences while at ICC. 

Event organizers each year ex-

tend an invitation to alumni, 

members of the community, & 

ICC faculty, staff, & students to 

contribute their fine arts talents 

to the benefit.  Anyone interested 

in participating in this celebration 

should contact: 

Ray and Donna Rothgeb            

indyalumni@yahoo.com            

P.O. Box  381                           

Independence, KS  67301      

620-331-0108 

Time is fleeting, for this spring, 
marks the 50th year of my 
graduation from Independence 
Community College (ICC).  I was 
fortunate to live in a community 
that afforded me the opportunity 
for college studies at the most 
reasonable rates.  All six of the 
Bradley siblings attended ICC, 
with three having graduated.  We 
were the beneficiaries of the pur-
pose for which the institution was 

established. 

“It was organized in September, 
1925 for the purpose of enabling 
graduates of the high school of 
Independence and surrounding 
towns to obtain 2 years of college 
training close to their homes.” 
“The plan of the college was to 
satisfy the educational needs and 
demands of the community; first, 
by providing a 2 yr. course which 
is college and university parallel 
so that students will lose no time 
when they enter the junior year; 
second, by providing a foundation 
in general or liberal education for 
students who enter for cultural 
development and personal im-
provement; fourth, by providing 
terminal vocational training in 
commerce and industrial arts; 
and fifth, by providing courses in 

adult education in evening 

school. 

Today, ICC is rendering these 
valuable services with remark-
able style, in a more encum-
bered and inflationary world, 
and yet, remains a most consis-
tent economic resource to the 

community.  

I have enjoyed an intimate asso-
ciation with each of the three 
college sites - Nees Hall, High 
School/College, and the present 
day ICC campus.  I attended a 
few high school classes in Nees 
Hall, moved in the first high 
school class in 1954 to the com-
bined HS/College, graduating 
from the college with the class 
of 1958.  The family had the 
chore of cleaning up the country 
club on days after festive cele-
brations.  I also caddied there on 
occasion, as well as, setting pins 
in the bowling alley.  Later years, 
I cared for the golf course and 

mowed grass.   

I would think the most profound 
change at ICC in the past 50 
years was the separation of the 
high school and college, which 
had always existed in combina-
tion to some degree previously.  

I feel with better planning and 
greater vision a much more at-
tractive campus, with better 
facilities could have been de-
signed on this beautiful piece of 
property.  Pleasant surroundings 
increase learning, mental and 
physical energy, and elevates 
the spirit.  Separating the col-
lege also contributed to the 
maturational process of the 
student, lending emphasis to the 
seriousness of the educational 
process in a more collegial envi-

ronment. 

ICC continues to serve the com-
munity well, for the purposes for 
which it was established, for 

“Community” is its middle name. 

Dr. Fay Bradley Reflects on ICC.                                                                    
“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at 20 or 80.”  Henry Ford 

 

Independence Community   

College Facts of  2008 

 68-acre campus. 

 In-District Cost: $52.50/credit 

hour. 

 3 Associate Degree Programs. 

 29 Certificate Programs. 

 8 extension sites. 

 272 bed student housing. 

 Approximate student to faculty 

ratio: 17:1. 

 1000+ students/semester 

 7th fastest-growing two year 

college of less than 2,500 enroll-

ments in the nation. 

 Bachelor Degree Programs 

through Friends, Newman, & 

Washburn Universities. 

 69 scholarships awarded totaling 

$75,000 

 

 

 

ICC Foundation is kicking off a 
new fundraiser to benefit      

scholarships for ICC students.   

Enter to win a $2,000.00 

travel certificate from Vintage 

Travel!  You determine the 

destination! 

Tickets can be purchased for $1 
by  contacting the ICC Foundation 

office.   

Drawing will be held on Saturday, 
May 3rd  at 11:00 a.m.                         
during the Mercy  Hospital      
BBQ Contest                                  

at Riverside Park Oval. 

 

 

 

Independence Community   

College Facts of 1958 

 4-year old  campus located at 

Oak & Tenth—current home of 

Independence High School. 

 40-acre campus. 

 Registration Fee: $10.00/course. 

Laboratory Fees & Special Fees 

based on course. 

 3 Associate Degree Programs. 

 First class to graduate with North 

Central Accreditation. 

 55 graduating students.  

 No dormitories but a list of desir-

able places to live available in 

the college office.  Sleeping 

rooms vary in rental from three to 

five dollars per week. 

 19 scholarships awarded totaling 

$1,750.00. 
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òSite Selectedó. The story 
stated that the new location 
would enable ICJC to erect the 
most beautiful junior college 
campus in Kansas.  Now forty 
years later,  that statement still 
holds true. 

With Spring just around the 
corner, the grounds will be 
awakening from their winter 
slumber, ready to begin a new 
life cycle - a fresh start.  As 
alumni and friends of ICC, we 

As an alumnus of ICC, I was 
honored to be given the op-
portunity to serve as ICC 
Foundation Director.  It is 
exciting to be back on campus 
seeing first hand the positive 
influence that the staff and 
faculty are having on current 
students.  

While I was cleaning out the 
file cabinet, I ran across an 
article in the January 1968 issue 
of ICJC Alumni News, titled 

are also given the opportunity 
for a fresh start.   

With that said, it is my hope 
that this newsletter will help 
you reconnect with ICC.   

Do you have an article you 
would like to submit?  A 
school story or memory you 
would like to share?  An event 
you would like to see take 
place?  If so, write, call, or stop 
by my office and letõs visit! 

Sincerely,  Lori A. Shaw 

A Note from the Foundation Director! 

Big applause to Kay Ackerson, ICC 
Media Center Supervisor and ICC 

Alum for orchestrating another 

successful Competition Day! 

The event was held on Mar. 4th.  
There were 19 area highs schools with 
722 high school students on the ICC 
campus participating in 1,157 sepa-

rate academic and fine arts events! 

ICC 37th Annual High School Invitational Competition Day Huge Success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big applause to 
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 April 23rdñ26th:                               
27th Annual Inge Festival  -              
www.ingecenter.org 

 April 29:                                                   
ICC Art Competition Exhibit opens 
Indep. Museum 2p.m.- 4p.m.  

 April 30th - May 1st:                             
ICC Art Competition continues 
10a.m. to 4p.m. 

 May 3rd:                                          
Dream Vacation Giveaway drawing , 
11:00 a.m. at Riverside Park Oval! 

 May 10th:                                             
ICC Commencement 

 August 2nd:                                        
Don Harris Memorial Golf 
Tournament  

 September  5th:                        
Rothgeb Fine Arts Scholarship 
Benefit 

New Scholarships Announced for 2008 - 2009 Semesters 

LADY PIRATE BASKETBALL 

Lady Pirate Basketball Team won 

the 2008 Jayhawk Eastern Divi-

sion Conference Championship!  

They finished the regular season 

with a record of 22-8.  

*********************************** 

JAYHAWK CONFERENCE    

(KJCCC) HONORS 

 Coach Tony Turner -  Lady Pi-

rates Basketball  named KJCCC  

East Coach of the Year. 

 

Antonio Hanson - Pirate Basket-

ball was named KJCCC East 

Player of the Year & KJCCC East 

Men‟s All Conference Team. 

Ashley Gladden &                 

Jolene Tamboue  - Pirate Bas-

ketball was named on the KJCCC 

East Women‟s All Conference 

Team & 1st Team NJCAA Region 

VI All-Region Team. 

James Bush - Pirate Basketball 

was named on the KJCCC East 

Men‟s 2nd Team All Conference. 

 

Michael Craion - Pirate Basket-

ball  was named Honorable    

Mention All Conference. 

WAY TO GO PIRATES! 

*********************************** 

ALUMNI RECOGNIZED 

The Mid-America Intercollegiate 

Athletics Association recognizes 

two former ICC Pirates!   

Corey Abercrombie (2004-2006) 

was named MIAA Most Valuable 

Player.  Corey is currently a Sr. at  

 

Pittsburg State University.     

Tyrone Evans (2006-2007) was 

named to the All conference 2nd 

Team.  Tyrone is currently a Jr.   

at Ft. Hays State University.   

 

For the latest information on  
Pirate sports news and        

schedules,  go to:  

 www.indycc.edu/athletics 

 

 

The ICC Foundation is excited to 

announce that several new or 

renewed annual scholarships 

have been established for the 

2008 - 2009 school year. 

Roy J & Myrtle S. Hoffman     
Memorial  Scholarship 

Dewlen-Dix Post #1186 V.F.W. 

First Federal Savings & Loan 

First National Bank of Indep. 

Independence Rotary Club 

Scovel, Emert, Heasty, Chubb & 
Gettler Law Firm 

Quality Motors of Indep. 

The ICC Foundation is grateful to 

all those individuals, businesses, 

& organizations that donated 

towards the scholarship fund.  

The generosity of those who 

assist students in achieving their 

educational goals makes all the 

difference in their success.   

If you, your business, or organi-

zation are interested in donating 

or establishing a scholarship, 

please contact :   

Lori Shaw, Foundation Director 

111 W. Myrtle, P.O. Box 218 

Independence, KS  67301 

620-331-2480 

The Beta Omega Chapter 

2007 Awards 

 

 

 

 

 Sister Chapter Award   w/      
Labette Community College 

 Service Hallmark Award 

 Leadership Hallmark Award 

 Scholarship Hallmark Award 

 Yearbook Award 

 Distinguished Member Award  
Xiao dan Wang 

 Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Derek Schmidt 

 Five Star Chapter Achievement 
Award 

 Most Outstanding Chapter  
(Second consecutive year) 



1950’s 

Elvin W. Jabben „52 

I attended ICJC at Nees Hall, 

which was located west of what 

is now the Independence Mid-

dle School.  What I remember 

about the building was the oil-

soaked wooden floors!  The 

engineering teacher was Melvin 

Clark.  I graduated in 1952 with 

a degree in business admini-

stration.  Through the education 

and degree, I was able to ad-

vance to a staff position at 

Automotive Controls Corp., retir-

ing as the Materials Manager in 

1995. 

1960’s 

Tim Emert „60 

I attended ICJC for two years 

graduating in 1960.  It was a 

great experience & a super 

preparation for attending KU. In 

fact, I thought classes at KU 

were actually easier & I made 

better grades than at ICJC.  Not 

only were the classes great but 

the opportunities for extra cur-

ricular activities was a benefit 

to my overall education. The 

experience could not have been 

better! 

1970’s 

Craig Null „75 

Although more than a few years 

have gone by, I still fondly recall 

my two years (73-75).             

 

The professional, caring faculty 

definitely lived up to the motto, 

“large enough to serve; small 

enough to care.” ICC course 

offerings gave me a well-

rounded foundation for my col-

lege education, and I admired 

how Don Schurbusch and Jim 

Arnwine made science “come 

alive” for everyone.  Ruth Lyon, 

the journalism instructor, gave 

us vital guidance but also al-

lowed us great freedom in cre-

ating the school newspaper and 

the yearbook, tremendous ex-

perience in preparation for my 

“first profession” for 11 years 

as a journalist.  Insightful, chal-

lenging teachers like Ken Brown 

and Paul Harper provided a 

passion for history that helped 

lead me to my second career as 

a teacher, where I have thor-

oughly enjoyed working with 8th 

graders at Indep. Middle School 

for the past 17 years. 

1980’s 

Jaci Kawulok Gorman ‟83-‟84 

I had the best time at ICC!  Lots 

of my high school friends were 

there but I met many new 

friends from all over Kansas 

and beyond.  The football & 

basketball teams won the Jay-

hawk Juco Conference & we 

celebrated!  I was a cheerleader 

& played tennis.  Classes were 

outstanding & I was so privi-

leged to have Larry Ratzlaff, 

Carlene Smith, Ken Brown,     

ICC Foundation Board 
Executive Board: 

 
Mark Woods, President 

Jim Clubine, Vice President 
Charlotte Muse, Secretary 

Jim Kelly, Treasurer 
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Jerry Allison 

Martha Allison 
Sandy Annable 

Chuck Carr 
Norman Castagna 
Marilyn Flanders 

Judi Harris 
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Corey Hugo 
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John Updegraff 
Randy Wagner 
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Lori Shaw, Foundation Director 

 

 

Jim Arnwine, Chris Livingston, & 

John Favero as instructors.  I 

went on to graduate in market-

ing at OSU.  Since then I have 

worked in marketing in Dallas, 

Chicago, Okla. City.  I am mar-

ried to Chris Gorman & we have 

two sons—Hunter (14 yrs) & Lee 

(12 yrs). We now call  Shreve-

port, LA. Home.  I AM THANK-

FUL FOR ICC.  GO PIRATES!!! 

2000’s 

Jeff Gettler ‟01  

Things I like about ICC: (1) small 

class size, student to instructor 

ratios; (2) Faculty easily acces-

sible & approachable; (3) Dual 

credit between high school & 

ICC; (4) ICC credits transfer to 

most major universities (This 

was quite helpful to me, person-

ally, and allowed me to obtain 

my bachelors degree in 3 years 

instead of 4. In addition, after 

attending ICC I felt I was ade-

quately prepared for Loyola.); 

(5) Great athletic programs 

(Although I was not a partici-

pant, I consider myself to be a 

super fan of ICC athletics). I am 

glad to be in this area so I can 

continue to support ICC by at-

tending Pirate athletic events & 

also have the opportunity to 

give back to ICC by serving as 

an adjunct faculty member.   

GO PIRATES!  

 

 

                                        Stay Connected!…Register Today! 

Name:_________________________________________________ Maiden Name:____________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________State:_______ Zip:________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Year(s) at ICC:______________________ Graduation Year:_____________ 

Have you left a job, started a new job, been promoted, retired, received an honor, or have any other news you would like to share in 

The Anchor newsletter? 

Page 3  

Let us know what‟s happening! We 

would like to include your personal 

and professional achievements in 

upcoming newsletters.  Photo‟s 

accepted.                                     

By mail: ICC Foundation, 111 W. 

Myrtle, P.O. Box 218, Independ-

ence, KS 67301.                           

By e-mail:  lshaw@indycc.edu     

On-line: complete the Stay Con-

nected form:  

www.indycc.edu/alumni.                                                       



 

 

 

  

 

Independence Community College Foundation 

111 W. Myrtle 

P.O. Box 218 

Independence, KS  67301 
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We are on the web! 

http://www.indycc.edu/alumni 

Without community colleges, millions of students and adult 

learners would not be able to access the education they need to 

be prepared for further education or the workplace.  Community 

colleges often are the access point for education in a town and a 

real catalyst for economic development. 

Community Colleges at the Forefront 

 Health care:  50% of new nurses & the majority of other new 
health-care workers are educated at community colleges. 

 International programs:  39% of all international undergraduate 
students in the U.S. attend community colleges. 

 Workforce training:  95% of businesses & organizations that 
employ community college graduates recommend community col-
lege workforce education & training programs. 

 Homeland security:  80% of firefighters, law enforcement offi-
cers, & EMTõs are credentialed at community colleges. 

The data presented above is AACC analysis of the most current AACC, US Dept. of 
Education, and College Board data available as of January 2007. 

...for the advancement of ICC and for the betterment of its students, 

faculty, staff, and the community. 
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