
Ray Rothgeb ð2009 Outstanding Alumnus  
Ray D. Rothgeb is an alumni, 

retired faculty member and 
former Dean of Instruction at 

Independence Community 
College.   He is an avid sup-
porter of higher education 

and is himself a life - long 
learner.   Originally from 

Longton, he graduated from 
ICC with an Associate of Arts 
Degree in 1964.   In 1967 he 

graduated from Wichita State 
University with a Bachelorôs 

Degree in Music and then 
continued at WSU for his 
Masterôs in Education in 

1973.   He earned his Ph.D. at 
Kansas State University in 

2008.  

Rothgeb began his career in 
education at Belle Plaine High 

School as Director of Choral 
Music and joined the ICC fac-

ulty ranks as Professor of Mu-
sic, (1973 -1978) also serving 
several terms as Fine Arts Di-

vision Chair.   He left the col-
lege to pursue business inter-

ests in 1978 and served as 
the Production and Inventory 
Control Manager at Hackney 

& Sons, until 1983, was co -
owner and manager of The 

Computer Generation, 1984 -
85, and served as Project 
Manager for Independence 

Main Street from 1986 -87.   

He returned to the students 
and followed his love of edu-

cation in 1988 when he re -
joined the ICC ranks in the 

music department and then in 

1999 was promoted to Dean 
of Instruction.   He served in 

this administrative capacity 
until his retirement in the 
summer of 2004 and remains 

active at the college sharing 
his talents in theatre readings 

and productions as well as 
community/college choral 

events.   

Working with the ICC Founda-
tion, the Rothgebôs were the 
visionaries that began an an-

nual foundation scholarship 
drive to support fine arts at 

the college and in the com-
munity.   The Rothgeb Fine 
Arts Scholarship Fund was 

started by his wife Donna af-
ter Ray retired from ICC and 

has grown to be a highlight of 
the fall fine arts calendar as 
the Rothgeb Fine Arts Schol-

arship Benefit Concert.   Now 

endowed, the fund is an on -
going legacy for students and 

the award recipients, as part 
of their scholarship responsi-
bilities, give back to the com-

munity as they share their 
music, theater and art tal-

ents.  

Rothgeb is a life member of 
The American Choral Direc-

torôs Association and has 
been active in the Music Edu-
cators National Conference, 

Kansas Music Educators Asso-
ciation, National Education 

Association, Kansas National 
Education Association, Inde-

pendence Community College 
Faculty Association, SEK 
American Production and In-

ventory Control Society, Na-
tional Council of Instructional 

Administrators, & Kansas 
Council of Instructional Ad-

ministrators.  

He is an active member of the  
First Presbyterian Church, 
where he directs the Choir 

and serves as an Elder.   He is 
a member of: Mercy Hospital 

Foundation Board (Past -
President), Independence Li-
ons Club (Past President), In-

dependence Masons (Officer), 
Mirza Shrine, Monday Music 

Club Community Choir, & In-
dependence Historical Mu-

seum.  
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T h e  I C C  F o u n d a t i o n              
Scholarship Committee has 
announced sponsorship of 
three major ICC Campus          
p r o j e c t s  t h i s  s p r i n g .                  
Selected projects are the 
public ICC Frisbee Disc Golf 
Course, the Campus        Ar-
boretum Project, and the ICC 
Library Coffee Shop.  All three 
projects were selected for 
their showcasing of ICCôs 
uniqueness among Kansas 
community colleges.  ñAll of 
these wonderful projects will 
help form bridges between 
ICC and the community,ò said 
J a c q u e  O a k e s ,              
Scholarship Committee mem-
ber.  

The Committee met in March 
and heard presentations by 
three ICC Faculty members, 
Ben Seel, ICC Political Sci-
ence  Professor; Brian Fore-
man, ICC Associate Professor 
of  Biological Science; and     
Marcel LaFlamme, ICC                    
D i r e c t o r  o f  L e a r n i n g             
Resources; to learn about 
current campus projects that 
will benefit campus life as 
w e l l  a s  p ro v i d i n g  a         
benefit to the community.  

ñEach of these projects            
p r o v i d e s  a  u n i q u e                        
opportunity for students on 
the ICC Campus.  Hopefully, 
the coffee shop, Frisbee golf 
course, and arboretum will 
entice more people from            
I n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d                   
surrounding areas to enjoy 

the beauty of the campus!ò 
s a i d  S a n d y  A n n a b l e ,               
Scholarship Committee mem-
ber, who went on to note that 
it was exciting to see the 
pride and enthusiasm that 
each of faculty for the stu-
dents and the ICC campus.  
ñI think it is great for the 
Foundation to support these 
projects. The Foundation 
works hard to secure financ-
ing for scholarships for our                    
students.  Helping to fund the 
projects only ensures that our 
quality students enjoy their 
time at ICC even more!ò 
The ICC Foundation                
Scholarship Committee was 
established to oversee               
the awarding of the                
Foundationôs Endowed and             
Annual Scholarships and to     

allocate up to $5,000.00              
of  the Foundationôs annual                 
commitment to ICC to     
sponsor special campus    
projects.   

Members of this committee 
are: Sandy Annable,  Judi 
Harris,   Georgia High,   and 
Jacque Oakes.  

ñEvery opportunity to meet 
with ICC faculty and                   
learn about their project is            
valuableò, stated Judi               
Harris, Scholarship Commit-
tee member. ñI feel that it is 
what the Foundation is all 

about.ò 

 

For complete story, go to:  

www.indycc.edu/alumni/

Pressroom.htm  

Pictured left to right:  Jacque Oakes, Marcel LaFlamme, 
Sandy Annable, Ben Seel, Judi Harris, & Brian Foreman  
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The Anchor 

Ray and Donna reside in Inde-

pendence.   They have two 

grown sons, David and Doug, 

who are both engineers and 

both married to engi-

neers.   The Rothgebôs have 

four grandchildren.  

Past Memberships include Kan-

sas Main Street (Past Chair), 

Chamber of Commerce (Past 

VP), ICC Board of Trustees 

(Past President), Independ-

ence Community Chest Board, 

Independence Art Council 

Board (Past President), Inde-

pendence Main Street Board 

(Past Manager & Past Chair), 

Neewollah Board of Directors, 

First Presbyterian Church Ses-

sion and Deacons, Lions Club 

International (Past District 

Governor), and Kansas State 

Lions Clubs Governorsô Coun-

cil.  

In addition to ICC and his con-

gregation, Rothgebôs vast mu-

sical experience includes work-

ing with Neewollah, Faith Pres-

byterian Church (Wichita), 

Coffeyville Christian Church, 

Independence Christian 

Church, Independence Orato-

rio Society (1979 -1992), the 

William Inge Theatre Festival 

Community Choirs.  

He has conducted Orchestra 

for ICCôs production of Briga-

doon, Neewollahôs Anne  and 

the Independence Oratorio So-

cietyôs performance of The 

Messiah & Vivaldi Gloria and 

has directed the Opera Choir 

and Opera Scenes for Wichita 

State University for scenes 

from La Bohem  featuring Sam-

uel Ramey and was choral di-

rector for Le Nozze di Figaro.  

Play direction includes produc-

tions of: Twelve Angry Jurors , 

The Mouse That Roared , Briga-

doon, Hello Dolly ; Brigadoon,  

Sound of Music , Carousel , 

Hello Dolly , Godspell , Show-

boat , George M , The Fantas-

ticks , Fiddler on the Roof , Jo-

seph and the Amazing Techni-

color Dreamcoat , Big River, 

Youôre a Good Man Charlie 

Brown, Camelot , and the Inge 

Centerôs High School 24-hour 

plays.  

With Neewollah, his directing 

credits include Carousel,  

Mame , Oliver, Guys & Dolls, 

Joseph and the Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dreamcoat.  

Featured theater roles in op-

eras, plays and musicals in-

clude: Wichita State Univer-

sity: Der Mond (Opera), Guys 

& Dolls , & Fiddler on the 

Roof ;   Neewollah,  Guys & 

Dolls , Hello Dolly, Rogers & 

Hart Review , Oklahoma, Sound 

of Music , King & I, Music Man, 

Anything Goes, Neewollah Fol-

lies and Beauty and the 

Beast .  At ICC heôs been fea-

tured in JB, Damn Yankees, 

and performed in the Inge Fes-

tival Tributes.  

Rothgebôs credits also include 

producing and serving as 

judge for Miss Arkansas Valley 

pageants (Belle Plaine), & 

State coordinator and Director/

Producer for State Miss Cinder-

ella Pageant (Wichita).  

Outstanding Service Awards 

include: Lions Clubs Interna-

tional, Independence Lions 

Club, Governor of Kansas, 

Kansas Main Street, Independ-

ence Community College, In-

dependence Community Col-

lege Board of Trustees, Inde-

pendence Arts Council, Ameri-

can Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 

and Morgantown Grange.  

2009 Outstanding Alumnus ðcontinued  

1964 ICC                                

production of                   

Finianôs Rainbow -                    

Ray as Woody Mahoney  
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I was 18 years old when I was fortunate enough to 
enter Margaretôs classroom as a freshman at ICC.  
Any student that went through her classroom was 
affected for life by her intellect, love for theatre, 
class, beauty, dignity and extraordinary skill as an 
educator.  She touched my life in so many ways, as 
my teacher, my mentor and  my closest friend.   

I was fortunate enough to work with her every day 
during the formative years of the Inge Festival and 
the establishment of the William Inge Collection. She 
was bound and determined to bring William Inge to 
prominence in his home town.  I watched her skill-
fully bring the college and the community along on 
this incredible journey.  

Margaret died on the last day of  the Inge Festival on April 23, 1990; that day  the curtain 
came down on a legend.  Independence continues to be an unusual oasis for the arts and thea-
tre in southeastern Kansas due in large part to this gifted, committed woman who taught us all 
to love the theatre and understand the importance of the arts in our life.  -  Jody  

The Anchor 

When I started at ICC 
the Fall of 1956 I had 
been in several plays 
and a musical during 
Jr. High and High 
School. They were all 
regular plays written 
for performing in Jr. 
High and High School. 
That was my knowl-
edge of theatre  up to 
that point. I started 
taking Margaret's 
classes and immedi-

ately was exposed to Broadway  Theatre.  

She had the NY Times theatre section and 
Theatre Magazines out all the time and we 
were to read them and become familiar with 
them.   All the plays we did were the latest 
plays that had been  performed on professional 
stage within the last few years.  And  we were 
expected to  be professional when we did them. 
Margaret  stressed at all times that everyone in 
a cast or crew must be professional  and that 
was the standard she set and you followed it or 
you didn't do the show. And she did all this so 
sweetly that you wouldn't think of disappoint-
ing her.  

She went and saw  plays in NY  regularly 
and  knew what she was talking about. She al-
ways pushed us to do new and different things. 
One spring she took us over to Pittsburg to 
KOAM and we did a live musical review on an 
afternoon show. We loved it and were so ex-
cited to be singing and dancing on live TV. No 
one we knew had ever done this before. She 
also set up 2 or 3 assemblies a year at school 
and those of us in the Drama department did 
musical numbers in them. The whole school 
came and it was really special if you were cho-
sen to perform in them.  

Through all of this Margaret opened up a whole 
new world for me in theatre and through the 
years I have continued to love performing in 
live theatre. When she was alive and I would 
get a part in a Neewollah play, her opinion of 
my performance was the most important one 
for me and the  first year of Inge when she 
said, "You will be helping me with the Inge 
Festival next year". I knew I would because I 
knew it would be a very professionally run Fes-
tival because Margaret was in charge and she 
set the standards high.  

I always enjoy reminiscing about Margaret.     
-  Leseley  

Dr. Jo Ann C. (Jody) McDowell -  Memories of Margaret Goheen  

Leseley Adey - Simpson -  Memories of Margaret Goheen  


