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EVOLUTION OF A BIOLOGY TEACHER   By:  James E. Arnwine 
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 I chose my lifetime career as 
a biology teacher when I was a 14 
year old high school sophomore at-
tending the McCurtain school system 
in Eastern Oklahoma.  I was fortu-
nate to enroll in a biology course 
taught by Mr. Charles L. Ford, who 
was also Superintendent of the 
McCurtain Schools.  He was the most 
exciting teacher one could ever en-
counter.  Mr. Ford took several of his 
students on weekend field trips ex-
ploring caves near Dwight Mission, 
where he had formerly at-
tended a Cherokee Indian 
School in Oklahoma.  Two of 
his classmates are well known 
ɀ Dr. John King, former Presi-
dent of Emporia State Teachers 
College (now Emporia State 
University), and the infamous 
Pretty Boy Floyd, a notorious 
outlaw. 

 Mr. Ford was totally 
responsible for my career 
choice ɀ teaching biology.  I 
knew that if I emulated Mr. 
&ÏÒÄȭÓ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÔÅÁÃÈȤ
ing, by keeping students interested, 
then I could become a successful bi-
ology teacher. 

 After high school graduation 
I attended Eastern Oklahoma A & M 
Junior College, in Wilburton, Okla-
homa for two years.  I then enrolled 
in Northeastern State Teachers col-
lege (now Northeastern State Uni-
versity), in Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  I 
graduated in 1959 with a B.S. Degree 
in Biological Education.  Now, I was 
really excited for two reasons:  1) I 
was qualified to fulfill my dream of 
teaching biology; and,  2) I needed 

employment to financially support 
my wife and two children. 

 I applied for two teaching 
positions in the spring of 1959; one, 
in Guthrie, Oklahoma and the other 
in Howard, Kansas.  Guthrie admin-
istrators offered me a yearly salary 
of $3,500, and the Howard adminis-
trators offered me $4,200 per year.  
It was an easy decision for me ɀ I 
signed the Howard contract.  Yes, I 
left my home state of Oklahoma and 
moved to Kansas for money. 

 I thoroughly enjoyed teach-
ing science at Howard; however, I 
soon realized that more education 
was needed in order to completely 
satisfy my educational goals.  Many 
new scientific advances were being 
made in the field of Biology at that 
time in the areas of cellular biology, 
molecular biology, molecular genet-
ics, the study of DNA, and I knew I 
would need to be proficient in these 
areas.  Luckily, the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) made it possible 
for teachers in science and mathe-
matics to achieve advanced college 

degrees while paying a stipend to 
participate.  I took advantage of this 
program and attended three month 
summer sessions for seven consecu-
tive years through Emporia State 
University (ESU).  Life was very hec-
tic with my educational schedule; 
especially, since my wife and I had 
four children when we left Howard 
in the spring of 1962. 

 I received a NSF Academic 
Year Institute Award in the fall of 
1962 and attended ESU where I 

eventually received two de-
grees; a M.S. and an Ed.S. in 
Biology. 

 Now, I was ready to 
find another school for em-
ployment.  I applied for a posi-
tion at Independence Junior 
College (IJC) in the spring of 
1963.  Superintendent Lonnie 
Wood interviewed me and 
phoned me the next day and 
asked if I would sign a contract 
for $5,500 per year.  I told Mr. 
Wood that I would be de-
lighted to teach at IJC for that 

salary. 

 The most important positive 
event that has ever happened to my 
family was the move to Independ-
ence.  We fell in love with the com-
munity, its friendly people and at-
tractive park and zoo, and most im-
portantly, its excellent school sys-
tem. 

 I was excited about my new 
teaching position.  At first, I was ap-
prehensive about teaching in a 
building that housed both high 
school and college students.   
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James E. Arnwine Science Scholarship - Helping today's ICC students explore their curiosity of science. 

ñItôs not unusual to hear people talk about science as if that word carried some special mystical import.  It can be said that 
scientists do have one very important characteristic in common.  They all have a curiosity about our universe that leads 
them to investigate it.  But donôt we all have that same curiosity to some extent?ò 

General Biological Concepts: Lesson 1 by James E. Arnwine 

For 38 years, Mr. Arnwine encouraged ICC students to open their minds 
and investigate the universe in which they live.  Today, Mr. Arnwine is 
still influencing ICC students through the James E. Arnwine Science            
Scholarship.   

This scholarship was established in 2004 for students in the area of               
biology, chemistry, or physics with a special consideration given to                
students who aspire to become teachers in a discipline of science. 

If you would like to honor Mr. Arnwine by donating to the growth of this  
scholarship, your tax exempt contribution can be mailed to: 

ICC Foundation - P.O. Box 218 - Independence, KS  67301 

(Please note Arnwine Scholarship on your check) 

Evolution of a Biology Teacher continued  
However, I soon learned that the 
two educational entities could co-
exist without problems, especially, 
when I was assigned to teach high 
school chemistry for two years 
while conducting my college 
classes.  

 The faculty members at 
Independence were very helpful to 
me.  Most had been at the college 
for 20 years or more.  The faculty 
members that were my mentors 

were: Ralph Pearson, Charlie Belt, Russell Osborn, Laura 
Todd, Moses Voth, Clyde Evans, Margaret Goheen, Eldon 
Smith, and Marie Stockebrand. 

  The administrators at IJC in 1963 were Fred Ci-
notto, Neil Edds, and Lonnie Wood.  One could never 
find more efficient and dedicated people to represent a 
college.  I truly enjoyed teaching biology at the college 
level.  My students were in class for one reason and that 
was to get an education.  Many students were interested 
in exploring new areas of biology; therefore, we took 
many field trips into Oklahoma, exploring caves and 
mountain life in the southeast regions of the state. 

 I taught at the Independence Junior College as it 
changed names over time to Independence Community 
Junior College and finally, Independence Community 
College (ICC).  These name changes over time had no 
influence on the quality of instruction taking place in 
the classroom.  Kansas universities have always known 
that ICC transfer students would be highly successful at 
their institutions.  This made it easier for our advisors 
to keep students on their career paths.  For this reason, 
ÆÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ÏÆ ÍÙ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ 
ICC graduates, and all six were successful university 
graduates. 

 Most of my biology students were enrolled in 
the only science course they would ever take.  I always 
made sure that they gained an appreciation of their liv-
ing environment.  In fact, I encouraged these students to 
attend a two hour field trip where concepts taught in 
class could be employed to better understand relation-
ships in nature. 

 After teaching 38 years (7,868 students) at ICC, I 
retired in 2001.  I was totally surprised at my retire-
ment party when my wife, Cheryl, presented me with 
my own, James E. Arnwine Biology Scholarship.  She had 
raised funds by contacting former students, friends, and 
relatives.  It is really rewarding to present my own ICC 
Foundation-Endowed Scholarship to some deserving 
student. 

 Thanks Independence for allowing my teaching 
career goal to be achieved (without a single hour of 
burnout), helping Cheryl establish a scholarship in my 
name, and voting for me so I could be a member of the 
Unified District 446 Board member for 16 consecutive 
years.  A special thanks to all ICC patrons for passing a 
bond election to build a new college on 68 acres of land.  
4ÈÅ ȰÎÅ×ȱ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÉÔÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ σψ 
years. 

 Life after retirement was 
sad when I realized how much I 
missed being around students, 
my teacher friends, and staff at 
ICC.  However, I had no problem 
with boredom as I have so many 
hobbies.  In fact, I mow a 15 acre 
yard, maintain a large garden 
and orchard, manage a fishing  
pond, go hunting and fishing, etc.  
Stop by and visit. 


